Contribución al libro homenaje de despedida del eurodiputado socialista Jan Marinus Wiersma

Estrasburgo, 24 de abril de 2009

For many years I have enjoyed the friendship, the solidarity, and the privilege to learn from a number of leading personalities of the Dutch Partij van de Arbeid. That goes from Max van der Stoel and Piet Dankert, or from Wim Koch and Ina van den Heuvel to Max van den Berg and Jan Marinus Wiersma. 
I used to meet and appreciate Jan Marinus at meetings of the Socialist International, and we always came along pretty well, which was not so obvious, as I was supposed to be far more radical than him. Actually, he proved to be very convincing as a moderate, flexible, and respectful social democrat. He was also very firm in his political convictions and always listened very carefully to arguments of others whenever there seemed to be any disagreement. He was certainly good company in the times when, following the restoration of democracy in Spain, I started my way as a Socialist parliamentarian, after years of antifascist resistance spent in prison and in exile. 
Then, a decade ago, when I became a member of the European Parliament, I felt very much relieved to find among my veteran comrades in the Chamber, somebody like Jan Marinus Wiersma. Here, our cooperation was to be daily and more intense than ever before. On the other side, and no matter how experienced one may be when arriving to Brussels, one feels quite a bit lost. I once heard that "you are nobody until the day when the ushers say good morning when you cross them at the corridors of the Parliament's building...". The wise and humorous guidance of Jan Marinus helped me considerably in that "training period" of my parliamentary life.

Jan Marinus Wiersma is certainly a main character in the European Socialdemocratic landscape. I was surprised, worried, and a bit sad, when I heard that he would not candidate at the elections of June 2009. Indeed, I am sure that wherever he will be, he will remain a very solid activist for his Party and for the values which we share. The problem will be to replace him at our Socialist Group in the European Parliament, simply because he is irreplaceable. Probably our only way to compensate will be for us to work even harder in order to keep up to the standards which he always showed and which he leaves among us as a precious message.
