ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

JOINT MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

Tabled 

by Mr Fernando Fernandez Martin, Mr Bashir Khanbhai and Mrs Concepcio Ferrer on behalf of the EPP-ED Group

by Karin Junker on behalf of the PSE Group

by Bob van den Bos and Lone Dybjkaer on behalf of the ELDR Group

by Niall Andrews on behalf of the UEN Group

Replacing resolutions: ACP-EU 3266/01, ACP-EU 3267/01, ACP-EU 3268/01

on the Caribbean region

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

-
meeting in Brussels from 29 October to 1 November 2001, 

-
having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in Haiti and Cuba,

-
having regard to Articles 9 and 96 of the Cotonou Agreement concerning respect for human rights, democratic principles and the rule of law,

A.
concerned by the on-going political crisis in Haiti, and in particular by the unresolved controversy over the legislative elections of 21 May 2000, which led to the suspension of co-operation with Haiti pursuant to Article 96 of the Cotonou Agreement,

B.
welcoming with hope the efforts by the Organisation of American States (OAS) and CARICOM to find a solution to the crisis,

C.
welcoming with satisfaction the signs of openness to dialogue which emerged between the parties during the last visit of the OAS Secretary-General to Haiti,

D.
whereas respect for democratic principles and human rights is the only means by which Haiti will find the political stability it needs for economic and social development and is essential as a basis for the resolution of the current crisis as well as for the resumption of EU co-operation,

E.
mindful of the misery and distress facing the people of Haiti, 

F.
having regard to the constant but as yet unsuccessful efforts made by the European Union to secure peace and democracy and contribute to sustainable development in Haiti, (recital B, PSE),

G.
 regretting that violent attacks, voting irregularities and repressive action against journalists and opposition members are continuing and drawing particular attention to the murder of the country’s most prominent political journalist, Jean Dominique, ,(recital C, PSE),

H.
whereas the EU Common Position on Cuba adopted in 1996 remains the basis of the EU's policy towards Cuba,

I.
whereas according to the ninth evaluation of the Common Position, submitted to the EU Council in June 2001, there have not been any substantial signs of change of the policy on behalf of the Cuban Government towards the accomplishments of the aims of the Common Position,

J.
whereas the objectives of the EU towards Cuba remain the encouragement of a process of peaceful transition to pluralist democracy and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

K.
whereas the visit to Cuba by the EU Troika in August 2001 confirmed the will of both sides to rekindle political dialogue,

L. 
whereas resumption of political dialogue still requires strong signals of the liberalisation of the Cuban regime, in particular the release of political prisoners and the abolition of the death penalty,

M.
whereas Cuba intends to resubmit its request to sign the Cotonou Agreement provided that its case is treated in accordance with exactly the same conditions as have been applied to other ACP States which are signatories to the agreement,

N.
whereas Cuba’s full accession to the ACP-EU partnership can only promote the necessary economic and political opening-up of that country, 

O. 
deploring the killings by security forces in the Dominican Republic, the excessive use of force and torture, pre-trial detention, pressures and the situation of Haitians in the country, (recital C, ELDR), 

P.
whereas the Jamaican Constabulary Force killings have become one of the higher per capita rates in the world and the Jamaican Constabulary Force appears to operate with impunity, (recital D, ELDR),  

1.
Calls on President Aristide, the leaders of the opposition parties and Haitian civil society to find a political solution to the controversy over the legislative elections of 21 May 2000 and to jointly implement the gradual process of reconciliation recommended by the OAS General Assembly held at San José (Costa Rica) on 5 June 2001; in order to assure the protection of human rights and a democratic system of government with freel and independent elections; (Para 1, PPE/Para 1, PSE mod)

2.
Emphasises, however, that many questions remain to be answered: security of elections, screening of votes, funding of electoral campaigns, etc.;

3.
Calls on all parties to come together and cooperate in a spirit of compromise and political normalisation, and to begin by setting up a credible, independent and neutral Provisional Electoral Council which should determine as soon as possible the date of the new legislative elections;

4.
calls on political leaders in Haiti to guarantee an independent and effective judicial system and to ensure that it is in a position to consistently punish illegal action and murder (Para 2, PSE),

5.
expects the political leaders in Haiti to take the necessary measures to ensure that full development in co-operation can resume, with the full involvement of civil society organisations and international ONG’s (Para 3, PSE), 

6.
calls on the Commission and the Council, in co-operation with the Organisation of American States, to bring the political dialogue forward with all concerned on the government and opposition sides and to work towards a renewal of development co-operation for the benefit of the people in Haiti and with a view to fighting the extreme poverty, especially in rural areas, (Para 4, PSE) ;

7.
Considers that aid to development can only be accorded subject to respect for human rights, democratic principles and the rule of law as laid down in Article 9 of the Cotonou Agreement;

8.
Calls, in any event, on the Council and Commission to examine ways of assisting the Haitian people, in particular in the areas of training, education and health;

9.
Welcomes the recent visit to Cuba by the EU Troika and considers that the EU and the Cuban authorities must engage in a constructive and frank dialogue on all issues of common interest, including on a future co-operation framework based on the respect for democratic principles, human rights and the rule of law;

10.
Calls on the Cuban authorities to give a strong signal of the liberalisation of the Cuban regime, by releasing political prisoners and abolishing the death penalty, so that the Common Position can be amended when it comes up for review in November 2001;

11.
Considers that a broader presence of EU actors in Cuba would lead to a more efficient pursuit of the Common Position as it would offer opportunities for an on-going process of dialogue, exchanges of experiences and learning for the future;

12.
Encourages the European Commission to strengthen its efforts for co-operation with, in particular, civil and non-governmental organisations in Cuba;

13.
Considers that, if Cuba applies for membership of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, it should, like all current members, comply with all the objectives and principles laid down by the Cotonou Partnership Agreement; 

14.
Welcolmes Fidel Castro’s words of solidarity with the American people in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on the United States of September 11th which could be considered as an improvement of Cuba-US relationships; (Para 2, ELDR), 

15.
urges the Dominican authorities to publicly commit themselves to ensure full respect for human rights in the country; (Para 5, ELDR);

16.
Calls on the Jamaican authorities to take action to restrain the police from committing human rights violations; (Para 6, ELDR),

17.
Instructs its Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council, the Commission, the OAS, the UN Secretary-General and the Governments of Haiti, Cuba, the Dominican Republic and Jamaica. (Para 11, PPE; Para 15, PSE; Para 7, ELDR)

ACP-EU Parliamentary Assembly

Amendments to the joint motion for a Resolution on the Caribbean presented by EPP - ED, PSE, ELDR and UEN Groups

Presented by Miguel Angel MARTINEZ MARTINEZ, Group of the PES

Oct 24th 2001

Amendment 1 (to paragraph H)

H. whereas the EU Common Position on Cuba adopted in 1996  has become increasingly inconsistent with the growing relations which practically all and each one of the EU member states have developed along recent years with Cuba
Amendment 2 (to paragraph I)

I. whereas in spite of the embargo unilaterally imposed by the USA against Cuba, the European Union member states have become the most important economic and trade partners of that country, thus showing how obsolete, unrepresentative and unrealistic the referred EU common position on Cuba has become nowadays.
Amendment 3 (new paragraph J bis)

J bis. whereas that EU common position on Cuba has in any case failed in achieving its declared purposes, namely to bring about a number of changes and improvements in favour of the Cuban people.

Amendment 4 (new paragraph J III)

J III. whereas, on the contrary it has just succeeded in keeping the European Union much less in the picture that it should be by all means in connection with Cuba, thus missing the opportunity to play any influential role on political and social developments which might take place in that country.

Amendment 5 (new paragraph J IV)

J IV. whereas therefore the EU common position on Cuba proved to be not only obsolete, unrepresentative and unrealistic but also useless and even counterproductive and negative both for Cuba and for the EU as such

Amendment 6 (new paragraph J V)

J V. whereas the EU common position on Cuba, and more generally the EU shy and cool approach towards Cuba has one more negative effect: that is the perception which practically all Latin-American countries - but also most of our ACP associates - get about us as being too much dependant and obedient to USA strategies and political positions.

Amendment 7 (to paragraph L)

L. whereas Cuban authorities have requested that such political dialogue is resumed without any previous condition from either side, but do accept to include any issue - without exclusions - in the dialogue agenda.

Amendment 8 (new paragraph M bis)
M bis. whereas all ACP members have expressed unanimous support for Cuba being accepted as a signatory of the Cotonou Agreement and have even gone further, when accepting Cuba as a full member of their ACP community.

Amendment 9 (to paragraph 7)
7. Considers that, when in November 20001, the EU common position on Cuba will have to be reviewed, a serious reform of it should be undertaken, which will bring that common position in consistence with EU member states policy towards Cuba. Such a revised Common Position should take into consideration current developments and the projection which the Union needs to gain beyond Cuba, in Latin America as a whole. The new EU Common Position on Cuba should adopt a formulation which provides ground for a strong co-operation to develop between Cuba and the European Union, and also to improve EU consideration and role in Cuba.

Amendment 10 (new paragraph 11 bis)

11 bis. Urges the EU to establish in Cuba a Delegation which will secure permanent institutional presence in that country, ensuring also a more direct reciprocal knowledge and a better follow up of co-operation projects developed in Cuba with EU funding, both from Governmental and non-Governmental sides.

Amendment 11 (to paragraph 12)

12. Encourages the European Commission to strengthen its efforts for co-operation, also with civil and non-governmental organisations in Cuba. Special efforts should be undertaken giving support to projects promoted in Cuba by European NGOs in co-operation with their Cuban partners.

Amendment 12 (to paragraph 13)
13. Considers that when Cuba will apply for signature of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement, it should be treated strictly like all other ACP signatory countries of that  Agreement, and like all current members, it should comply with all objectives and principles laid down in the Treaty. A quick positive response should be given to such a request in accordance with what the ACP community has repeatedly asked for, and in accordance also with previous resolutions of our ACP - EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly.
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