ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Motion for a resolution

Tabled by the representatives of South Africa, Mauritius and Namibia 

by Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez, Glenys Kinnock and Karin Junker, on behalf of the PES Group

On the World Trade Organisation Doha Round Negotiations 

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly,

- Meeting in Brussels from 25 to 28  November 2002.

A. Whereas the multi-lateral and multi-sectoral trade negotiations mandated by the fourth World Trade Organisation (WTO) Ministerial meeting held in Doha in November 2001 are underway;

B. Whereas the WTO negotiations and those provided for under the Cotonou Agreement will be complementary and have a considerable impact on ACP countries; 

C. Whereas the Doha Ministerial Declaration acknowledges that “The majority of WTO members are developing countries” and declares a commitment“… to place their needs and interests at the heart of the Work Programme adopted in [the Doha] Declaration” and to “make positive efforts…to ensure that developing countries, and especially the least-developed among them, secure a share in the growth of world trade commensurate with the needs of their economic development”;

D. Whereas the Doha Declaration includes a number of commitments to address specific issues long identified as major obstacles to developing countries securing a fairer share of global trade, including:

1. “negotiations [on agriculture] aimed at: substantial improvements in market access; reductions of, with a view to phasing out, all forms of export subsidies; and substantial reductions in trade-distorting domestic support ”.

2. negotiations on trade in services “conducted with a view to promoting the economic growth of all trading partners and the development of developing and least-developed countries”.

3. negotiations on market access for non-agricultural products “which shall aim, by modalities to be agreed, to reduce or as appropriate eliminate tariffs, including the reduction or elimination of tariff peaks, high tariffs, and tariff escalation, as well as non-tariff barriers, in particular on products of export interest to developing countries”

4. A review of WTO rules to take account of particular needs of developing countries.

5. The establishment of a Working Group on trade and debt.

6. The reaffirmation of the principles of Special and Differential treatment for developing and particularly least developed countries

E. Whereas the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in August/September 2002 reaffirmed the importance of giving real content to such commitments as an essential element of promoting sustainable development.

F. Whereas many of the specific commitments in the Doha Declaration of relevance to developing countries are qualified or couched in ambiguous language, and will have to compete for attention in the Work Programme with other issues.

G. Whereas there is, therefore, a need to guard against the very real danger that the developmental principles alluded to in the Doha Declaration may become swamped by or subordinated to issues of relevance to powerful forces in rich countries.

H. Whereas certain developments since the adoption of the Doha Declaration point to the need for particular vigilance in this regard, including:

1. The passage of the US Farm Bill.

2. Evident attempts to backslide from Doha commitments in the process of negotiating the WSSD Declaration.

3. A lack of any evident developmental perspective in the leaked draft EU request document for presentation to the Trade in Services negotiations.

1. Believes that it is of the utmost importance to ensure that agreements resulting from the present round of WTO negotiations make a meaningful and significant contribution to addressing imbalances and inequities in the global trading system, and that the developmental concerns of developing countries in general, and least developed countries in particular, are prioritized in practice in both the conduct and outcome of negotiations;

2. Stresses that the EU occupies a strategic position in the negotiating  process and must play a leadership role in encouraging developed countries to accept the necessity of making adjustments in their own economies to accommodate legitimate needs of developing countries;

3. Aknowledges that the ACP is one of the most important groupings of developing countries.   

4. Believes that parliamentary oversight both of the ongoing negotiating process as well as the final outcome will be of critical importance in the struggle to ensure that Doha becomes a “developmental round”.

5. States that the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly has a particular character among inter-parliamentary bodies in that it groups in regular meetings parliamentarians from the EU and 77 ACP countries, thereby enabling it to play a meaningful ongoing monitoring and oversight role.

6.
Supports all ongoing efforts to promote parliamentary oversight over the WTO process, including the initiative by the IPU and European Parliament to hold a conference in Geneva early next year.

7. Requests the Bureau to ensure that there is adequate time in all future ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assemblies to receive and debate reports on the ongoing WTO negotiations.

8. Urges the Commission to table a written report at each session of Joint Parliamentary Assembly on the positions being taken in each on the ongoing sectoral or thematic negotiations, and how it sees the position it is taking contributing to a “developmental” outcome: and asks for these reports, if possible, to be circulated to all delegates ahead of a session of the JPA.

9. Proposes that the ACP Secretariat and Council be invited to table at each session of the JPA a report or statement on how it sees the ongoing WTO processes.

10. Instructs the Co-Presidents to forward this resolution to the Commission, the ACP Secretariat and the WTO.                    

