5, September 2001

Dear comrade,

The Sajarov Prize is a good opportunity to honour people who are fighting for their dignity and for the respect of their most elemental rights - including the right to survive - specially if they have to do so under very difficult conditions, just like A. Sajarov did, against all the pressure of the Stalinist power. But when it comes to our Group, the Prize should also be an occasion to express consistence with the values, which we stand for as democratic Socialists, particularly when putting forwards candidates, and granting our support.

I have received from a number of you names that definitely deserve to be honoured with the Sajarov Prize 2001. But I honestly believe that under the current circumstances, the situation in the Middle East is such that it should recall our attention and our concern as a top priority. I mean, above all, the case of the Palestinian people. I feel the case as such an urgency that granting the Prize to somebody else would be just like looking somewhere else, not wanting to watch a reality which is indeed embarrassing for many of us.

That is why I have proposed a candidature of a Palestinian, that of Abu Allah, the Speaker of the Palestinian Legislative Council, who was from the very beginning one of the key negotiators in Oslo, has remained one of the main supporters of the peace process, and was welcomed by our Parliament - together with the then Speaker of the Knesset - a few months ago. I do believe that it would be difficult to find anyone with more legitimacy than the President of a Parliament, which was freely and democratically elected in elections organised with great involvement of the European Union and even of the European Parliament. European funds were granted to finance the building of the PLC, where, by the way the elected parliamentarians cannot meet because each one of them remain isolated in their respective ghettos surrounded by Israeli military forces... Moreover Abu Allah appears as one of the most respectable and moderate characters in the Middle East conflict.

Some friends have suggested me that we should combine my proposal with that of an Israeli partner. I should prefer to honour Abu Allah alone - it is his people who is suffering and in great danger - But if any of you proposes a suitable Israeli candidate I could get along with such an idea, which probably could get a better chance to succeed among other Groups of our Parliament.

Let me just add a personal touch. I have never been involved in any pro Palestinian lobby and for many years I have supported Israel, as long as I felt that this country was threatened in its very existence by its Arab neighbours. It is in consistence with that long standing behaviour and with my own background as a Socialist and as a freedom-fighter that I submit today to all of you my proposal and that I dare asking for your understanding and for your support when the issue will be discussed this evening in our Group and later at the vote which will take place at the relevant Committee.

Thanking you, in any case for your attention and for your friendship, I remain

Yours fraternally

Miguel Angel
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