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<Amend>Amendment 1<NumAm>111</NumAm>
<Article>Article 2, paragraph 1 a (new)</Article>
	 
	Prior to any other alternative, consideration shall be given to the possibility of using Almadén for the safe storage of the existing metallic mercury stocks or metallic mercury sub-produced by industry all over Europe, but not mercury-containing articles that have become waste, thus making use of the infrastructures, local manpower and technological expertise existing there.


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Mercury must be stored safely in compliance with the rules of safe long-term environmental management. Parliament itself has already pointed out, in its resolution on the Community strategy concerning mercury, that 'consideration should be given to the possibility of using Almadén for the safe storage of the existing metallic mercury stocks or metallic mercury sub-produced by industry all over Europe but not mercury-containing articles that have become waste, thus making use of the infrastructures, local manpower and technological expertise existing there'.

Amendment 2

Article 5

</NumAm>
	<Article></Article>
	The exchange of information shall inter alia analyse the results of the consideration given to Almadén as the site for the safe storage of existing metallic mercury stocks or metallic mercury sub-produced by European industry in accordance with Article 2.


Amendment 3<NumAm>3</NumAm>
<Article>Article 7, paragraph 2 a (new)</Article>
	 
	2a. Six months before the ban on exports comes into force in accordance with Article 1 of this Regulation, the Commission shall evaluate the effectiveness and impact of the compensation measures undertaken in order to allow the area affected by the closure of mercury mines to achieve viable economic and social alternatives.
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