Address from the Chair acting as moderator at the debate on "Lessons from Fair Trade for policy-making" of the Conference on Fair Trade, organised by the Party of European Socialists. 

European Parliament, Brussels 23rd June 2005

Dear friends, 

It is a very great satisfaction for me to chair and moderate this panel of our conference. I am Miguel Angel Martínez, the Coordinator of the Socialist Group in the European Parliament's Committee which deals with Development, Cooperation and Humanitarian action of the European Union. I am also a Vice president of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly ACP-EU and the President of the Group for Friendship and Solidarity with the People of Cuba which operates in our Parliament. This is to tell you that in all my functions at the Chamber I have to do with issues where Fair Trade appears as a relevant tool to be taken into serious consideration. I am a Spanish Socialist and in my own country along many years and until now I have been an active member of one or two NGOs who are involved in Fair Trade issues and are taking part in this Conference.

It is also a pleasure to see the excellent attendance of this meeting. From the very beginning we have been promoting this Conference, but I must admit that I never thought the response was going to be such a large one. That should encourage us to carry on closely cooperating with your different organisations, in view of such a success.

And now let us come straight into our panel. I shall not say that it is a privilege to have such panellists like the ones who will launch our debate. Actually as a socialist I have always been for the abolition of privileges… But in any case it is a great pleasure and, above all it is a great opportunity to get inspiration from people having such a vast experience and holding such a high responsibility, like our friends Michael Gidney and Moctar Fall, and above all Commissioner Peter Mandelson. I thank all three for their availability and for their willingness to be among us this afternoon. We all know how busy members of the Commission are and that is why we appreciate more the effort by Peter to have found a coupe of hours to spend with us. Thank you.

And now we shall proceed like in the previous panel. Each one of our friends will speak for 10 to 15 minutes, and then we shall still have over half an hour to put questions or contribute from the floor with short comments. Our first panellist is Commissioner Peter Mandelson: your turn, Peter.



Well, friends, there is always a feeling of frustration at a meeting like this one, because not all who have asked for the floor do have a chance to put a question or to bring about their comments. I beg on your understanding as time has gone and I have just a couple of minutes left to close our session. I shall do it thanking again the panellists, but also thanking all of you for your active participation. And I shall allow myself to add three final communications.

The first one refers to an amendment which I moved and which was unanimously adopted yesterday at our Development Committee when we were debating the budget 2006 of the European Union in what refers to our own scope, that is Development and Humanitarian Aid. This amendment reads: "the Parliament underlines what programmes linked to health, including reproductive health, education, fair trade and debt cancellation are fundamental to achieving the Millennium Development Goals". I believe that this text will be further approved by Parliament's plenary and in any case it should provide us all with a basis for financing programmes both to promote Fair Trade as such, and to promote awareness rising for Fair Trade among European society.

My second remark has to do with the speech of Mr. Juncker a couple of hours ago when he was presenting to the Parliament the work which the Luxembourg Presidency has been able to achieve in the semester which is just going to finish. He has devoted very high priority to development issues and he has recalled the very successful Development Council meeting in May where the 25 Ministers ratified the commitment to reach 0.7 % for development aid in 2015, but also committed themselves to reach 0.56 % in 2010. This means increasing the contributions of the European Union from 46 billion to 66 billion euros between 2006 and 2010, and then 20 billion more per year until 2010.

I am also convinced that tomorrow, when Tony Blair will present in Parliament his proposals for the semester of British Presidency, again development is going to be one of the key priorities and that is a matter which is of great importance for us all.

Last but not least: let me remind you that the European Constitution, now undergoing some problems, was passed unanimously by Parliament for what it means with reference to Development and Humanitarian Aid. There are fields where European Union's responsibility are identified with high profile in the Constitutional Treaty, and that was recorded in Parliament report as a historical step forwards for those, like us highly involved in matters referring to North South solidarity. 

Well, friends, that will be all today. Thank you very much and please, do join us for our party -I do not only mean our Socialist Party- but one which we have prepared to enjoy, socialise and have a few drinks all of them of Fair Trade wines and refreshments. The meeting and the Conference are closed.
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