Welcoming words for the ERW conference:
 "Preventing discrimination and extremism violence against minorities: the local authority experience"
The Bureau of the Socialist Group approved to hold this conference considering the moral and political need to express our firm refusal towards actions of extremist violence against minorities that have occurred in a number of European cities. But we also wanted to express our concern about the discriminatory effects measures like those taken by right wing governments in order to toughen the control over minorities and immigrants, measures like Italy's plan to fingerprint profiling Roma people. Although this plan has been qualified by the Commission as correctly obeying E.U. rules the PSE is convinced that measures addressed only to an ethnic group would clearly constitute an act of direct discrimination prohibited by Article 14 of the European Convention Human Rights and furthermore an act of discrimination between EU citizens of Roma origin and other citizens, who are not required to undergo such procedures; policies which increase exclusion will never contribute to integration.

Action of extreme violence and measures like in Italy nevertheless, independently of their importance, form part of a more complicated landscape of social conflict based on  lacking access for minorities to government services and health care, good-quality housing and schools, and  high rates of unemployment and discrimination on the labour market. 
These circumstances often lead to social exclusion, which can make minorities become both agents and victims of extremism. Young people belonging to socially excluded minorities are especially vulnerable and susceptible to extremist predicaments, because of their lack of integration and access to opportunities.

In this conference we would like to highlight the role of local authorities, often the entities legally responsible for ensuring the effective implementation of the rights of the minorities right to social, economic and cultural integration exercise by the minorities of their rights, mainly the social, economic and cultural and education rights. The full guarantee of these rights depends upon the resources and capacities given to the local authorities to be able to ensure the necessary services. 
As the aim of social cohesion must be envisaged at European level, we have also invited the European Commission. We are convinced that the Commission must be involved in a global strategy which includes material support to the efforts deployed by local authorities in order to guarantee minorities' rights, delivering conditions for economic prosperity, safe communities, quality schools, decent housing, improved physical environment, and better health services, to the deprived neighbourhoods and communities.

On behalf of the Group I welcome all of you, local representatives of cities hosting large minorities, Commission, representatives of organisations, comrades of the Committee of Regions and colleagues in the European Parliament, and I wish you a fruitful conference.
Your experiences and conclusions will be echoed and used by the Socialist Group in its political efforts for building a social, integrated, fair and democratic Europe, particularly in the perspective of the next European elections.
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